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“Rooted and Built Up in Jesus Christ, Firm in the Faith” (cf Col 2:7).
In the afternoon of the 5th of August 2001, 24 pilgrims (18 girls and 6 chaperones) departed Christchurch International Airport to attend World Youth Day in Madrid, Spain. World Youth Day, WYD for short, is a Catholic Event gathering Catholic youth from around the word praising God hand in hand with the presence of the Papa, Pope Benedict XVI.  For most of the students, this was their first time out of New Zealand and experiencing being in a foreign country. Our journey was rather a long and exhausting one; approximately 30 odd hours including transits in Sydney, Bangkok and Duba!. Our first destination of the pilgrimage is Rome, Italy.
ROME…
For some, Rome was their highlight of the trip. Setting foot on a foreign country, in a different culture was already full of excitement. What I’ll tell you later will be beyond excitement… and full of exhaustion.
Rome was filled with ancient buildings, literary. We visited breath-taking sites such as the Pantheon and placed our wishes in the Trevi Fountain. We acted like Roman Gladiators in the ancient Coliseum and Chariot Racing in Piazza Navona (not really Chariot Racing – just walking around and enjoying gelato!). Visiting St. Peters Basilica was amazing! It is the centre of our faith, where St.Peter was laid and where Christianity flourished. When we visited underneath St.Peters Basilica, also known as scavi, we were amazed at how deep Rome was as we discovered an ancient town beneath Rome.The Churches were majestic, all the Churches we went to were mostly golden with marbled floor and pillars. 
It was difficult for most of the girls to absorb that they were in a completely different country, it was like a dream, just like being in the movies! 
Dublin…
For most Dublin was like home; green, cool and that they spoke English, but in a completely different accent. We attended the Mercy International Young Leaders Conference with delegates from around the world . Those three days were inspiring. The focus of this conference was to learn what Mercy truly meant, through the actions of Catherine McAuley the foundress of the Sisters of Mercy. The conference took place in the centre that Catherine McAauley built. The Sisters organised our three days full of activities, workshops and a tour of the centre. The works of Catherine McAuley were simple, which was to serve the lowliness and the unfortunate. She had lived her life towards the Gospel values, the Christian way of life. 
Spain…
It was time for World Youth Day and the crescendo of our pilgrimage.  The week started out with Catechesis every morning lead by Bishops and religious leaders. Throughout the days, there were organised activities such as talks and musical entertainment. In between some activities, there was Adoration, Confessions and daily Masses. On Friday there were Stations of the Cross which were represented by huge sculptures from around Spain and gathered in Madrid for the event. In a moving gesture, the WYD Cross was carried by different groups to each station. On Saturday 19th of August, pilgrims walked on mass from numerous locations to the airfield, where the Vigil and Sunday Mass was to be held. 
It was estimated that two million people from around the world were present at the vigil and for the mass that night, making it one of the largest events of WYD. Standing shoulder to shoulder with millions of people who had gathered together with the same belief deepened our faith and we certainly felt “Rooted and Built Up in Jesus Christ, Firm in the Faith.”
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